
Page 6B THE NORTH GEORGIA NEWS January 15, 2025Page 6B THE NORTH GEORGIA NEWS January 15, 2024

Sports
See the Sports Section at nganews.com

By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

KING
WHEREWE TREAT YOU LIKE
ROYALTY

CALL OUR SERVICE
DEPARTMENT TODAY AT

800.388.2897 TO
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

*UP TO SIX (6) QUARTS OF MOTORCRAFT OIL AND MOTORCRAFT OIL FILTER. 
MOTORCRAFT IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 

SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR EXCLUSIONS AND DETAILS UNTIL 12.31.2024

THE WORKS

Tire Rotation & Pressure Check, Brake
Inspection, Battery Test, Vehicle Checkup, Fluid
Top-Off, Filter Check, and Belts & Hoses Check

�

SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL
CHANGE AND MORE

$54.95

*REBATE BY MAIL, POINTS ARE FORDPASS & = $125 | Expires 12/31/2024

BUY 4 SELECT TIRES &
EARN UP TO A $100 REBATE

OR 22,000 FORDPASS
POINTSOn these name brands: Goodyear, Michelin®, 

BFGoodrich®, Continental, General, Pirelli®, 
Hankook, Bridgestone, Falken and Toyo®.

EXPIRES 12/31/24 *Th e Ford Military and First Responder Tire Discount Program is available to active and retired 
Military and First Responders who purchase and have installed a set of four (4) qualifying tires are eligible to receive a 
discount of $80 off  participating brands at the time of installation. Participating brands are: Goodyear, Michelin®, BF-
Goodrich®, Continental, General, Pirelli®, Hankook, Bridgestone, Falken and Toyo®. Toyo passenger and light truck tires 
only; medium/commercial truck tires are not eligible. Th is discount is in addition to any other eligible discount, rebate 
or off er a dealer or tire manufacturer may already provide. Tires must be installed at a participating U.S. Ford Dealer, 
Lincoln Retailer or Quick Lane®. Prior authorization is necessary before work is performed and program-provided Hero 
Code must be presented at the time of purchase - ID.me account and validation are required. Hero Code is non-trans-
ferable and can only be used by the associated ID.me account holder. Additional details can be found here: Military and 
First Responders Tire Discount. Off er valid for tires purchased and installed thru 12/31/2024. Quick Lane® is a registered 
trademark of Ford Motor Company.

MILITARY & FIRST RESPONDERS
Receive an $80 instant discount with the 

purchase & installation of four select tires*

Wrestling: Union Co. wins back-to-back Area titles

Nicholson - A year ago, 
Union County’s wrestling pro-
gram notched its first-ever Area 
Duals title.

Now they’ve done it in 
consecutive seasons.

Originally scheduled for 
the weekend, the threat of 
winter weather rescheduled 
the Area Duals tournament 
for Wednesday, Jan. 8 at East 
Jackson High School. 

Unlike last year, where 
Union County entered as the 
favorite, this time around, the 
Panthers went into the tourna-
ment as the No. 4 seed, forcing 
them into the play-in dual vs. 
5-seed Stephens County.

In the 4 vs. 5 matchup, 
Union County took care of busi-
ness 42-27 to set up a clash vs. 
top-seed Franklin County.

Once again, the Panthers 
led wire-to-wire in a 49-30 vic-
tory over the Lions, setting up 
a Area championship dual vs. 
East Jackson.

During the finals, the 
Panthers were locked in a dead 
heat with the Eagles, needing 
late technical fall (5-point) 
victories from Payton Legatt 
and Asa Smith-Foot to secure 
the 39-36 win.

Legatt, Smith-Foot, Pax-
on Legatt, Kevin Kilpatrick and 
Eli Flowers all finished the day 
3-0 for Union County.

Jackson Arthur, Thomas 
Gary, Eli Hancock, Ayden Hyatt 
and Michael Raines ended the 
Area tourney with a 2-1 record.

Union County will com-
pete for a Class AA State Duals 
Championship this weekend 
in Columbus. The action gets 
underway on Friday, Jan. 17 at 
the Columbus Convention and 
Trade Center.

The Individual Area 
Tournament begins on Jan. 
31 at Stephens County. The 
Class AA State Sectionals are 
Feb. 7-8 at North Murray. The 
season concludes Feb. 13-15 
in Macon with the Traditional 
State Championships.

Union County came out on top at East Jackson’s Area Duals tournament, defeating Stephens County, Franklin County and East Jackson. Photo/Jaime Legatt

Senior Payton Legatt scores a pinfall victory over Stephens County. The defending state champion went 3-0 for 
Union County during Wednesday’s Area Duals tournament. Photo/Todd Forrest

Senior Asa Smith-Foot picks up a win over Franklin County during the 
Area semifinals on Wednesday. Photo/Todd Forrest

Coach Perry departs: ‘Union County will always be in my heart’
By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Union County head foot-
ball coach Michael Perry an-
nounced his resignation during 
a Thursday, Jan 9 meeting with 
the team.

Perry, a Gainesville na-
tive, cited family reasons, par-
ticularly his parents health, as 
his primary motive for leaving.

“I’m still sad about [leav-
ing],” Perry told the North 
Georgia News. “I loved all four 
years at Union County, but it 
came down to family. I’m a 
father, husband and son first. 
Both of my parents are dealing 
with major health issues, and 
ultimately, it came down to 
being closer to them.”

Perry will take over the 
head football coaching duties 
at Flowery Branch High School 
in 2025.

Perry, a Gainesville High 
grad, arrived at Union County 
ahead of the 2021 season, and 
following a 3-7 campaign and 
a first-round postseason exit in 
year one, he led the Panthers to 
the program’s first road playoff 
win during an 8-4 campaign 
in 2022.

Perry followed that up 
with another 8-4 mark in 2023, 
where Union County won 
playoff games in consecutive 
seasons for the first time. 

In 2023, the Panthers 

came within an eyelash of 
the program’s first region title 
in nearly 50 years, finishing 
second in 8-AA and hosting a 
playoff game for just the fifth 
time in program history.

Heavy graduation losses 
and injuries forced Perry rely 

on a young, inexperienced 
squad in 2024 with freshman 
starters on both sides of the 
ball. And despite starting 1-3, 
Union County rebounded to a 
4-7 mark and a fourth GHSA 
Class AA State Tournament 
berth on Perry’s watch.

Union County senior 
OL/LB Kaden Combs, who 
played four years under Perry 
and his brother, offensive line 
coach Tyler Perry, discussed 
the brothers’ impact on his time 
at UCHS.

“I will always remem-

ber them and everything they 
taught me,” Combs said. “I 
couldn’t be more thankful for 
them for coming [to UCHS] 
when they did. They showed 
us how to win and taught us life 
lessons in and out of the game.

“My best memory of 

Coach [Michael] Perry was 
how he would always call me 
out for talking to the other 
teams [during games]. 

“And something I’ll nev-
er forget about Coach Tyler, 
was our conversation after our 
scrimmage at Chestatee my 
junior year.”

Coach Michael Perry 
departs Union County with a 
23-22 overall record. 

“I’m thankful to [Union 
County School Superintendent] 
John Hill and the Union County 
administration for giving me 
this opportunity,” Michael 
Perry said. “I was impacted by 
a lot of great people in Union 
County and I hope I was able to 
have an impact on the kids and 
everyone I got to know during 
my time [at UCHS].

“Union County will al-
ways be in my heart and I wish 
everyone nothing but the best. 
But I know the program will 
be successful because of all the 
great people in Union County. I 
will always be a Panthers fan.”

Prior to UCHS, he previ-
ously held head coaching duties 
at East Hall (2019-2020) and 
Roswell’s Centennial High 
(2017-2018).

Michael Perry served 
as offensive coordinator for 
Gainesville’s 2012 state cham-
pionship squad. Later, he had 
a stop at Coffee County, reach-
ing the 2016 Elite Eight as the 
team’s as offensive coordinator.

Michael Perry (R) and Tyler Perry (L) console senior Braylen Rader at Rockmart in 2023 following Rader’s final play as a Panther. Photo/Todd Forrest
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Panthers push win streak to eight with blowouts at NM, Rockmart

No. 5 Union County 
cruised to a pair of easy road 
victories last week at North 
Murray and Rockmart, improv-
ing to 15-2 overall and 7-1 
in Region 7-AA ahead of the 
second half of Union’s region 
slate, which begins Tuesday at 
Sonoraville.

No. 5 Panthers 86, 
North Murray 59 - Union 
County outscored North Mur-
ray 50-25 during a second 
half that included a 32-point 
fourth - the Panthers’ sixth 
consecutive contest featuring 
a 30-point quarter.

Houston Henry, who 
topped 500 career assists dur-
ing the game, logged game-
highs of 23 points, 13 assists 
and four steals to go with eight 
rebounds.

Maddox Young had 20 
points, five boards and a steal; 
Kaden Combs finished with 
15 points, 14 rebounds and 
two steals.

Union County never 
trailed on Tuesday night in 
Eton, sprinting ahead 4-0 and 
10-3, eventually closing out 
the quarter at 17-11 courtesy 
of Henry’s 25-footer to beat 
the horn.

Another Henry triple 
started the second, followed by 
a Hayden Hughes free throw 
that opened up a 10-point 
lead. Hughes’ 3 at the 3:10 
mark built a 31-18 lead but 
the Mountaineers managed to 
tread water for the remainder 
of the half and Union entered 
the break up 36-24.

Senior Houston Henry surpassed 500 career assists with 13 in Union’s 
win at North Murray on Tuesday, Jan. 7. Photo/Todd Forrest

Young and Vince Marev-
ka put the Panthers up 40-24 
early in the third, but North 
Murray sliced the margin to 
41-31 at the midway point of 
the frame.

Leading 45-34 with 2:37 
left in the third, Union County 
hit its stride, closing the quarter 
on a 9-1 run, beginning with 
buckets by Combs and Young. 

Marevka’s steal-and-score 
followed a Mountaineer free 
throw and Young’s trey put the 
finishing touches on the third 
with the Panthers up 54-35.

North Murray started the 
fourth with a 6-0 spurt in 36 
seconds, prompting a Union 
timeout. Later, a Mountaineers’ 
3-pointer trimmed the gap to 
60-48 with 5:56 to play, but the 

Panthers countered with a 10-0 
run in under a minute.

Henry scored on a drive 
to the hoop, Combs converted 
a second-chance opportu-
nity, then Young and Henry 

knocked down consecutive 3s 
to stretch the lead to 70-48 just 
inside the 5-minute mark.

On the heels of a North 
Murray trey, Combs scored in-
side and Hughes drilled a tran-
sition 3 to put the game away 
at 75-41 with 3:55 remaining.

Hughes finished with 
12 points, two rebounds and 
a steal. Marevka went for 8 
points, four rebounds and a 
pair of steals. Holden Payne 
had 8 points, two boards and 
two assists.

Ethan Hogsed and Ry-
land Chambers added three 
rebounds and one assist apiece. 
Hayden Price had one board; 
Jackson Nichols had a steal.

North Murray was led 
by Beau Ellis’ 20 points on 
four 3-pointers. Both squads 
finished with 10 treys each.

No. 5 Panthers 79, 
Rockmart 40 - Union County 
put away 7-AA’s last-place 
Rockmart early on Thursday, 
Jan. 9, a contest moved up 24 
hours due to winter weather.

The Panthers jumped out 
front 20-10 after a quarter and 

led 42-21 at the break before 
a 28-8 third quarter opened up 
a 70-29 advantage after three.

Five different Panthers 
scored in double figures, led 
by 13 each by Henry, Hughes 
and Young. Payne and Combs 
added 10 points apiece.

Young sparked Union 
County’s third with a steal 
and feed to Hughes for 2 
points. Then Hughes came up 
with a Rockmart turnover and 
found Henry for another layup. 
Young scored the next five, 
converting in the paint and 
hitting from the corner to build 
a 51-21 lead at the period’s 
5-minute mark.

Hughes’ 3, Marevka’s 
putback and a Hogsed trey 
opened up a 59-23 margin with 
3:05 left in the quarter.

Henry’s stop-and-go la-
yup added to the onslaught, 
and then he followed up with 
a triple for a 64-35 lead. Af-
ter Combs grew the lead to 
41, Hughes and Young kept 
the margin at 41 entering the 
fourth, resulting in a 6-minute 
final frame.

Henry had nine assists, 
seven rebounds and two steals 
to go with his 13 points. Young 
had nine boards, three steals 
and two assists along with 13 
points. Hughes pulled down 
eight boards, dished out three 
and came up with three steals 
during his 13-point outing.

Combs ended with six 
boards and 10 points; Payne 
scored all of his 10 points in 
the first half and finished with 
three steals and two rebounds. 
Marevka had 8 points and 10 
boards; Hogsed and Chambers 
each went for 5 points, two re-
bounds and a steal; Price added 
one point, one rebound and 
a steal. Jacob Rodriguez had 
four rebounds and an assist.

Monteze  Ber ry  led 
Rockmart with 12 points.

Up next: Union County 
visits Sonoraville at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 14. The Phoenix 
(6-10, 2-6) hit 14 of 22 from 
3-point range in a near-upset 
of the Panthers last month in 
Blairsville. 

Later in the week, Union 
visits Lakeview-Fort Ogletho-
rpe (LFO) on Friday, Jan. 17. 
The Warriors are currently 5-3 
in Region 7-AA and sit fourth 
in the standings behind North 
Cobb Christian, Union and 
Coahulla Creek.

Junior guard Holden Payne sparked Union’s blowout at Rockmart with 
10 points off the bench in the first half. Photo/Todd Forrest

No. 9 Lady Panthers end two-game skid with easy wins at NM, Rockmart
By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

No. 9 Union County (11-
6, 4-4) got back on track last 
week with road wins at North 
Murray and Rockmart, moving 
the Lady Panthers into a 3-way 
tie for fourth in Region 7-AA 
with Lakeview-Fort Oglethorpe 
(LFO) and No. 10 Coahulla 
Creek.

Union visits 7-AA’s sec-
ond-place and 6th-ranked So-
noraville on Tuesday, followed 
by a Friday trip to LFO to con-
clude five straight road games.

No. 9 Lady Panthers 
57, North Murray 25 - The 
Mountaineers never threatened 
in last Tuesday’s region contest 
and Union County pulled away 
from a 29-14 halftime score to 
lead 47-20 after three.

Ariel McCarter poured 
in a game-high 18 points with 
eight rebounds, six assists and 
four steals. Sloane Dyer went 
for 10 points, nine boards, two 
assists and a steal.

The Lady Panthers 
jumped out to an 18-8 lead af-
ter a quarter, then extended their 
margin during a low-scoring 
second period. But after North 
Murray opened the third with a 
bucket, Union County answered 
with an 18-4 run, triggered by 
10-straight points by McCarter 
via two drives to the hoop and 
a pair of 3s.

On the heels of McCart-
er’s 10-0 surge, Regan Trlica’s 
free throw built a 40-16 advan-
tage with 3:29 left in the third. 
Trlica found Aubrie Akins in 
the post for a layup, then Trlica 
knocked down a triple from the 
corner for a 45-17 score.

Later in the third, Mc-
Carter hit two at the charity 
stripe before the Mountaineers 
closed the quarter with a trey.

A n o t h e r  M c C a r t e r 
3-pointer answered a North 
Murray deuce, and Dyer fin-
ished off a fast break to spot 
Union County a 52-22 lead at 
the 4:30 mark as Coach Thomas 
Nelson went to his reserves the 
rest of the way.

Trlica finished with 10 
points, seven boards, three as-
sists, two steals and a block. 
Akins had 5 points, five re-
bounds and an assist. Hope 
Taylor went for 4 points, seven 
boards and three blocks. Mady 
Adams had 4 points, a rebound 
and an assist.

Nomi Nelson scored 3 
points and grabbed one rebound. 

Livia Haney had 2 points; Ragan 
McCarter added 1 point and 
a rebound; McKenna Hood 
and Ella Akins each had three 
boards and an assist; Tatum 
Fisher pulled down a rebound; 
Samantha Combs had an assist.

No. 9 Lady Panthers 
59, Rockmart 27 - The Lady 
Panthers overcame a slow start 
during Thursday’s trip to Rock-

mart, pulling away via a 22-4 
second frame.

Dyer led Union County 
with 11 points, two rebounds, 
two assists and a steal. Adams 
had 10 points, six boards, two 
steals and an assist.

After falling behind 5-2, 
Union outscored the Yellow 
Jackets 11-2 over the final 4:37 
of the first. On top 13-7 to 

commence the second quarter, 
Adams converted a second-
chance basket and Nomi Nelson 
connected from 18 feet.

A d a m s  a n d  Tr l i c a 
stretched the lead to 21-9 and 
Akins hit a jumper in the paint 
before Rockmart’s final points 
of the half made it 23-11 with 
3:43 before the break.

Aubrie Akins scored off 

an inbounds pass, Ariel McCart-
er connected from downtown in 
transition and Hood finished off 
a fast break for a 30-11 score 
inside of 2 minutes.

Union County closed 
the final minute of the quarter 
with an Adams putback and a 
Dyer trey, opening up a 35-11 
halftime lead. Taylor, Dyer and 
Trlica grew the lead to 43-14 

early in the third, and following 
a Rockmart trey, Adams and 
Ariel McCarter made it 47-17 
at the 3:15 mark of the frame.

Taylor finished with 7 
points, seven rebounds and 
a block. Trlica had 6 points, 
six boards, two assists and 
two steals. Aubrie Akins had 
6 points and six boards; Ariel 
McCarter added 5 points, eight 
assists, six rebounds and two 
steals.

Haney went for 4 points 
and an assist. Amaria Johnson 
had 3 points, one rebound and 
one assist. Hood had 2 points, 
three steals and three boards. 
Ella Akins had 2 points and two 
rebounds; Nomi Nelson had 2 
points and a rebound; Combs 
added five boards and a steal; 
Fisher contributed two rebounds 
and an assist; Ragan McCarter 
pulled down two rebounds.

Up next: Union County’s 
trip to No. 6 Sonoraville will 
tip-off at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Jan. 14. The Phoenix defeated 
Union 51-36 on Dec. 6 in a con-
test that saw the Lady Panthers 
lose three-year starter and All-
Region forward Katelyn Brown 
to injury during a 2-point game 
in the third quarter.

The Lady Panthers visit 
LFO on Friday, Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. 
in a rematch of Union’s 60-44 
victory on Dec. 10.

In the first meeting, LFO 
senior Christen Collins scored 
27 of her team’s 44 points, while 
Taylor poured in a career-high 
27 to lead the Lady Panthers.

Maddox Young

Senior Ariel McCarter was able to get to the basket at will during Union 
County’s win at North Murray. Photo/Todd Forrest

Junior Mady Adams had 10 points and six rebounds in Union County 
win at Rockmart on Thursday. Photo/Todd Forrest

Regan Trlica got back on track with 10 points and seven boards at North Murray. Photo/Todd Forrest Sloane Dyer led UC with 11 points at Rockmart. Photo/Todd Forrest
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